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as we were wont to do, unless there be an express cause why
we should not; which by those our letters we now do to your
holiness: and we do it with charity, not intending to spread it
abroad, nor yet further to impugn your authority, unless ye do
compel us. ...

On the origin of the divorce opinion differs. It is obvious
that we cannot know the whole truth, and it is probable that it
began in a more fortuitous manner than the results suggest. It
may possibly have been proposed by Wolsey as a solution of
the succession problem; but that it was the necessity of an heir
which was fundamental, and which supplied the driving power,
I am convinced. Henry had the whole weight of the political
thought of the day behind him, in his incapacity to conceive of
the idea of a woman ruler. Moreover, to a man of Henry's
dominating temperament, a son was an essential expression of his
personality, and the lack thereof a continual thwarting of his
deepest instincts. When to these impulses we add the motive
power supplied by a passionate attraction to an individual, and
also the weight carried by the religious sanction to a man with
Henry's theological bent, there is no difficulty in understanding
his methods and his amazing persistence. Wolsey*s vital mistake
was made when, for the sake of his own power, he decided that
the divorce must come through that power and from its source.
At the beginning he threw all his influence into the scale of the
necessity of the Papal sanction, and convinced an even more
tenacious and determined nature than his own* Had he risked
following the Pope's advice, and given Henry his divorce on his
own legatine authority, he would have thrown upon Clement
the onus of playing for time with the Emperor. As it was, the
temporizing victimized Henry instead of Charles, cost Wolsey
his power, and separated England from the Roman Catholic faith.
' Would to God,' wrote Sanga to Campeggio,

the Cardinal had allowed the matter to take its course;
because if the King had come to a decision without the Pope's
authority, whether wrongly or rightly, it would have been
without blame or prejudice to his Holiness.